SOCIOMETRICS PROJECT NO. 169
SUBSTANCE ABUSE PREVENTION EVALUATION CONSULTANT
PHASE I
Since the passage of the Safe and Drug Free Schools and Communities Act (SDFSCA) in 1986, funding for
school-based drug use prevention programs has increased substantially. At the same time, there has been
increasing emphasis on accountability by both government and private funding agencies. For example, the
U.S Department of Education (DOE) requires school districts to implement evidence-based programs and
periodically evaluate their programs against measurable goals if they are to continue receiving Safe and Drug
Free Schools funding. This places substantial pressure on school districts who report that their greatest need
from State DOE agencies is technical assistance in evaluation. Conducting an efficient and scientifically valid
evaluation of a drug prevention program needs considerable expertise and funding, which schools often lack.
The Substance Abuse Prevention Evaluation Consultant (SAPEC) is an Internet-based evaluation tool that
will assist schools and small community-based organizations to conduct a scientific evaluation of their
alcohol, tobacco and other drug (ATOD) prevention programs as mandated by their funding agency. By
incorporating the latest advances in survey technology, SAPEC is designed to make the evaluation process
virtually effortless by enabling practitioners and school staff to turn over key data collection and evaluation
tasks to the computer (such as survey creation, administration and data analysis). It enables school staff and
practitioners to develop customized, measurement instruments that reflect the goals and objectives of their
program. An online Computer-Assisted Self-Interview interface allows students to self-administer the
questionnaire developed by the practitioner. Practitioners can access their data at anytime for analysis purposes,
and will be assisted by simple data analysis tools. Alternately, they can have the data analyzed by in-house
personnel at Sociometrics. Finally, all replication studies conducted through this system will be available online
in a database.
Sponsor:

National Institute on Drug Abuse
National Institutes of Health
6001 Executive Blvd, Room 5213
Bethesda, MD 20892-9561
(301) 402-1755

Grant No:

1 R43 DA020964-01A1

Project Officer:

Liz Ginexi

Duration:

07/01/06—06/30/07

Budget:

$129,172

Staff:

S. Raghupathy, T. Kuhn, R. Ruiz

PROJECT PORTFOLIO

177

